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Q. What are the steps parents should take if they find
predatory interactions on their child's device?

A. First stop and take a deep breath. Don't make any rash decisions or start deleting texts, pic-
tures or messages. Take the phone, tablet, game system or whatever electronic device is being
used and place it on airplane mode. This stops anyone from remotely deleting possible evi-
dence. Remember that a lot of devices are now connected to each other. A good example is the
Apple iWatch which is connected to the iPhone. Law enforcement needs all the information on
the devices. It's important not to speak to the suspect on the device or tell them that you have
or are going to call Police. If you do this, they will vanish. Just preserve the evidence and con-

tact law enforcement.

Q. Can predators make contact through gaming systems? Which online games
would you warn parents about?

A. Predators have started to move into the gaming world. They have easy access to children and
spend many hours with them becoming their friends. | won't name any specific games but all
the most popular games pose a level of danger. If you are able to talk to other people while you
are playing the game, then there is a level of danger there. The predators act as if they are the
same age as your child and communicate for hours on end until they gain their trust and then
things can get out of control very quickly.

Q. What have you seen as the average age of an online predator?

A. There really isn't an average age. We have caught male and female suspects ranging from 18 to
78 years of age, who come from all races and socio economic backgrounds.

Q. Knowing the maturity level varies from child to child, what is the average age a
parent should feel their child is ready to safely manage an Instagram account?

A. Considering that Instagram is one of the main targets for child predators, | would be overly cau-
tious when allowing anyone under the age of 15 an Instagram account, and even then | would
be concerned. This all comes down to each individual child and the discernment of the parent
who knows that child best. Trust but verify what is being posted.
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Continued from first page.

Q. What are the legal ramifications of sexting?

A. When sexting involves juveniles sending photos of themselves,
they are in essence performing the crime of production and distri-

bution of child pornography. Law enforcement will more than likely not file a case against a juvenile
for self production but that is not the issue. The issue is that those pictures never disappear. The im-
ages always end up in the hands of the wrong person who uses them as blackmail or other means to
extort the juvenile. This is called Sextortion and is a major issue.

Q. What is your position on teens telling parents their devices are private and checking
content is an invasion of privacy?

A. Parents have every right to check their child's phone. It is not a privacy issue, but a safety issue. As a
parent you have to know what is on your child's phone, as you are ultimately responsible for your
child. | strongly urge parents to get involved and make sure they know what is going on in their child's
devices. Install monitoring software that can track communication, pictures and locations.

Q. Is there any additional information you want to share with parents?

A. Communication is key!! Have that conversation with your child. Make sure they understand that they
have to be cautious and cannot trust everyone they meet online. A good rule to follow is that your
child should know everyone they are communicating with. If you as a parent can't confirm who the
person is, where they go to school and who their parents are then that person can be anyone and
should not be communicating with your child. If your child hides their phone from you, or uses their
phone in a private area frequently, then you need to see what is going on.

2 More Questions
and Answers!
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What is the Family Guides Program?

This first-in-nation program matches parents in crisis with a
trained and vetted Family Guide who will serve as the point of
contact when their child is missing and deemed a victim of
trafficking. The Family Guide will help parents navigate the trau-
matic and fast-paced process with law enforcement, social me-
dia, schools, local and statewide resources. The priority role of
the Family Guide is to provide immediate and accurate infor-
mation that will enable parents to make informed decisions to
significantly increase the probability of a successful outcome for
the victim and family.

Volunteer Role

The role of volunteer guides will be to “advise” not direct. They will use information contained
within Childproof America’s inventory to suggest and offer advice on parents’ options and to pro-
vide an emotional support system for crisis trauma. Volunteers are not professional counselors but
lay advisors assisting families with a review of options before them. All Family Guides must clear a
national criminal database and complete the training program successfully.

Phase One Service Area
The first target communities for the Family Guides Program in Harris, Fort Bend and Montgomery
counties include Katy, Sugar Land, Kingwood and The Woodlands.

Program Components:

Recruitment - The sensitivity of advocacy support requires a special personality to walk along-
side a family in crisis. Childproof America has established criteria that a volunteer candidate must
meet to qualify for this role. Those called to serve must have a genuine sense of compassion for the
family and may have been a former parent survivor themselves. All candidates must complete an
extensive application and interview process.

Matching — After vetted volunteers have completed training and cleared through a national crimi-
nal database, they will be assigned geographically with a family in crisis. Families requesting sup-
port must complete an online application and qualify for services.

Monitoring — Every family served will have a direct channel to Childproof America to provide
feedback on their Family Guide and/or suggestions on how we can improve our program. In addi-
tion, Family Guides are required to submit weekly progress reports and maintain verbal communi-
cation with the Director of Programming.

If you would like volunteer as a Family
Guide, please send a request for info to
ChildproofAmerica@gmail.com
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The current funding needs for Family Guides Program are:

= Full-time Program Staffing $61,200
= Private Investigator $10,000

= Emergency Family Support $7,500

= Remaining Family Guides Program need $42,700

Community Shareholders: The

QM W/ George Foundation, Fort Bend

Charities, and Entrust Inc.

ENTRUST

Health. Planned

Cyﬂ(')l‘gﬂ Fort Bend
Charities

— Fp Sypport A Femity Foday—

Click on the button to donate or scan this

Donate now with..

PayPal

QR code with your phone:

*You do not need a PayPal account to
donate.

Be a part of our 500 for $25 Campaign!

Click here to visit our site and sign up for the 500
for $25 campaign. This is a recurring $25 monthly
pledge to help us fund the Family Guides Program
and the important work it provides for the com-

munity. For the small price of one dinner out a
month, you could help a family desperately in need of this specialized help to get their child
back home. We rely on our wonderful partners to support us monthly so that we can al-
ways provide services to families in need FREE OF CHARGE. Would you consider helping to-
day?


https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=CDFZL5N3C3G4S&source=url
https://childproofamerica.org/500-for-25
https://childproofamerica.org/500-for-25
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From all of us at Childproof America, we hope you and your families

have a wonderful holiday season.

www.ChildproofAmerica.org

Childproof America empowers families in the battle against sex trafficking. Our mission
is to educate, equip and support America’s parents in the protection and defense of their
children, and improve the quality of aid to impacted families. As advocates, we provide legislative
pathways for concerned Americans to enforce harsh penalties to those violating the innocence of our
children.
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